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	Class KS4 Date Time Room Ability Mixed Number in class  

	Class learning objectives to understand; (To be shared with class)
· To understand the subtle ways we can be persuaded.
· To differentiate between facts and opinions.
· To consider the reliability of popular sources of information. 

	Learning activities: PRE LESSON HOMEWORK: 
	Episode
	Learner activity
	Teacher activity
	Resources

	Starter
(5mins)


(5-10 mins)
	Where can we be influenced?


Exercise Defining fact and opinion 
	Teacher to ask for input from class.


Ask class for examples of both and refrain from reaching a definition until after the exercise.  Set the exercise.
	Slide 2 – Question & Whiteboard
Slide 3 – Scatter diagram of answers

Slide 4 – Fact and Opinion
Classroom exercise hand-outs – 1 per person.

	Introduction feedback
(10 mins)
	Ask the class to vote back on each statement.  

	Feedback on exercise with voting on each statement/ a general discussion to reach definitions.  Highlight the difficulty in finding evidence for facts & that some facts aren’t true to everyone (eg. #1).  

	Slide 5 -  Fact and Opinion Exercise for discussion
Slide 6 – Revisit open discussion on definitions
Slide 7 –Definitions

	Development

(20 mins)


	Truth Tower Exercise: Pupils split into groups of 4 rate various sources of information according to how much they trust or distrust it and why.

 
	Ask if facts and opinions are enough to trust a source?   Split class into groups of up to 4 and ask them to rank the sources on Slide 8 from 1-10 in order of which they most trust (1) and distrust (10). Set pupils into groups.  Distribute packs.  Facilitate discussion.  Pull out key words such as ‘reputation’, ‘bias’ e.t.c. on whiteboard.

	(Please print Slides 21-32 in advance of the class; 1 pack per group.)

Slide 8 –Overview of group exercise




	Plenary
(10mins)
	Persuasion and a Blog: The Curious Case of Bhutan Gay Girl in Damascus 

Group exercise:  Ask the class to split into pairs and consider the questions on Slide 13.



	What about other sources? Begin case study of the Syrian Blogger.  Walk pupils through story and video clip.

Set pairings exercise (Slide 13).  Facilitate feedback and draw out tips for vetting sources.

End on dog sketch.
 
	Slide 9 – Image
Slides 10-11 – Extracts from blog
(You may wish to print these out for exercise)
Slide 12-  CNN YouTube Clip (3:34)
Slide 13 – Exercise
Slide 14 – Tips

Slide 15 – Dog Cartoon



Assessment 
Identify the assessment mechanisms which will be used to assess whether learning outcomes have been met. Indicate whether assessment is summative or formative.
	Teacher assessment
	Self assessment
	Peer/group assessment

	Through questioning and feedback (formative)
	‘Prove it’ Worksheet’
	Blank cell




	Learning outcomes
Must be linked to learning activities
	

	All
(a)
	Know the definition and differences between a fact and an opinion.

Identity what areas of our lives we can be influenced in.
	

	Most
(m)
	Reflect on what sources they trust/ distrust and why.

	

	Some
(s)
	
Will understand the important of questioning and vetting sources and appreciate that just because someone says something doesn’t mean it’s true.

	

	Programme of Study:
Citizenship, English, SMSC, PSHE(E) or to use in Tutorials. 
	Homework
- Collect Junk Mail/ Newspapers (see below)
-  Prove It!
	Learning resources
Truth Tower (see powerpoint)
	Curriculum links
English – Persuasive Writing, Drama

	Activities

	Collect Junk Mail/ Newspapers
· Ask pupils to bring in newspaper articles and circle facts and opinions in them.
· Asking pupils to circle facts and opinions which the writer uses to persuade or convince the reader.
· • Ask pupils to explain how the facts and opinions are used.
	Decode a speech by Hitler: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6_D9J685CQ 

- How did you feel listening to Hitler’s speech?
- What did you notice about his language


	Influence and television: Has TV changed Bhutan

Group activity/ discussion on the last place in the world to receive TV.
Slide 16 - Influence of TV: Has TV changed Bhutan?
Slide 17 – Examples from press/ studies

	Differentiation
	Have a couple of newspapers for advanced students to spot examples of persuasion.
	Extension question: explain why these things are important to advertising.
	Write down examples of when persuasion has been good or bad in their own personal lives (e.g. peer pressure).

	Further resources 
	What is persuasion? http://psychology.about.com/od/socialinfluence/f/what-is-persuasion.htm
A useful summary of persuasion and social influences.
	A good summary of the ‘Gay Girl in Damascus’ story.
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jun/13/syrian-lesbian-blogger-tom-macmaster 
	Persuasive techniques in Water Aid advert. - Resources - TES
A TES resource about persuasive techniques in a Water Aid advertisement.





Prove It!

Directions: Read each statement and then circle whether it is a fact or opinion. If it’s a fact, explain how it can be proven. If it is an opinion, simply write that it cannot be proven.

1. From my bedroom window I can see a lamppost.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

2. There are too many people on the planet.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

3. If you have a tattoo you are from the working class.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

4. Earth is the third planet from the sun.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

5. A gay couple should not be allowed to have kids.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

6. The richer you are, the happier you are.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

7. Islam is not compatible with the West.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

8. There are twelve eggs in a dozen.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

9. The Bible suggests you should not have tattoos and body piercings.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

10. The European Union Headquarters are located in Brussels.
Fact or Opinion	 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

11. The legal age of drinking should be lowered to 16.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

12. A third of Britain is owned by 0.6% of the population? 
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

13. The red squirrel is endangered because of the introduction of the American grey squirrel.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

14. The names of all the continents end with the same letter that they start with.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________

15. Alternative energy exploration is an important endeavour.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? ______________________________


Name _______________________			____ 		Date ____________________


Teachers COPY: Prove It!

Directions: Read each statement and then circle whether it is a fact or opinion. If it’s a fact, explain how it can be proven. If it is an opinion, simply write that it cannot be proven.

1. From my bedroom window I can see a lamppost.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? This is a subjective fact that can be proven by taking a photo or simply looking outside the window.

2. There are too many people on the planet.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Some may hold this to be fact  as the Earth has a limited amount of space for people and the resources required (e.g. food) but generally taken to be opinion.  
3. If you have a tattoo you are from the working class.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Many people from all classes have tattoos.

4. Earth is the third planet from the sun.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Fact – however we may discover some other planet in between as future scientific explorations continue!

5. A gay couple should not be allowed to have kids.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Britain allows for homosexual couples to adopt or have kids through surrogate parenting and other means.  Some religions hold this to be fact.

6. The richer you are, the happier you are.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Research suggests that once we cross a certain financial threshold any additional income makes no bearing to be people’s happiness.

7. Islam is not compatible with the West.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Some people hold this to be a fact or representative of truth to encourage people to join their cause (The Far-right and Al Qaeda ideology) however there is no evidence to support this.   It is arguable ‘West’ is a multi-faith multi-cultural society and treats all citizens as equal providing laws giving equal rights to all.  
8. There are twelve eggs in a dozen.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? The English word dozen comes from the old form of the French word douzaine, meaning "a group of twelve".

9. The Bible suggests you should not have tattoos and body piercings.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? The Bible. Leviticus 19:28 states “Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD”; however there is debate both in and outside of the Christian community that the context of this package references  is written in the pagan rituals and arguably is outdated.  
10. The European Union Headquarters are located in Brussels.
Fact or Opinion	If a fact, how can this be proven?  You can look up their address online or visit the HQ.

11. The legal age of drinking should be lowered to 16.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? 

12. A third of Britain is owned by 0.6% of the population? 
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? 36,000 individuals – only 0.6 per cent of the population – own 50 per cent of rural land (Source: Who Owns Britain?’ report by Country Life Magazine)

13. The red squirrel is endangered because of the introduction of the American grey squirrel.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? The arrival of grey squirrels in an area occupied by red squirrels causes reduced red squirrel breeding and survival rates, leading to a gradual decline in their numbers.

14. The names of all the continents end with the same letter that they start with.  
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? The 7 continents of the world are; Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Australia, Europe, North America and South America.  Although this is fact, the addition of North & South America is a legitimate challenge. 

15. Alternative energy exploration is an important endeavour.
Fact or Opinion 	If a fact, how can this be proven? Although this is an opinion, it is taken to be a fact as fossil fuels are our primary source of energy and are non-renewable resources taking millions of years to form; reserves are being depleted much faster than new ones are being made.  Alternative energy is any energy source that is an alternative to a fossil fuel.


Name _______________________			____ 		Date ____________________


