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A child or young people (under the age of 18) who have been in care for more than 24 hours in a local authority 
are classified as looked after. The term children in care is preferred by many children and young people over the 
previous term of looked after children or LAC. Children ceased to be looked after if they return home, are placed 
with a connected persons permanence arrangement (such as a Special Guardianship or Child Arrangement Order), 
turn 18 or are adopted.

Children come into care for many reasons but in summary it is because a decision is made that becoming cared for is the 
only way to keep them safe and will improve their outcomes. This can include, but not limited too, children who are 
suffering from or at risk of significant harm; unaccompanied asylum seeking children with no responsible adult to look after 
them, or the parent is either unwell or incapable of caring for their child/ren, therefore putting the child/ren at risk of harm. 
In all cases, children who are accommodated into care would have gone through a difficult or traumatic experience in their 
lives including separation and loss; they are likely to be distressed and the impact of trauma and instability will affect their
social and emotional development as well as their health and educational outcomes. Whilst we are incredibly proud of the 
achievements and successes of our cared for children we acknowledge that children and young people who are looked after 
are at higher risk of not achieving the same outcomes as their peers. 

Children currently looked after in Hammersmith and Fulham

of the 
Children 
Looked 
After

Children and young 
people currently looked 

after in 2020-21

246

The number of children and young 
people who were in care at the end of 
March 2021 decreased slightly from 
252 (seen in 2019-20) to 246, 
representing a drop of 2.4%.

The number of Children and young 
people who were Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seeking Children (UASC)

50

Out of the 246 children looked after at 
the end of March 2021, 50 children 
and young people were UASC. This 
accounts for 20.3% of all children 
looked after at Hammersmith and 
Fulham.

At the end of March 2021, 
Hammersmith and Fulham had the 3rd

highest number of UASCs in Inner 
London whilst compared to the whole 
London, Hammersmith and Fulham 
was 7th highest.

Rate per 10,000 children 
under 18 who became 

looked after

66.3 

67.0 54.0

compared to 2020-21
National and Inner London

The London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham’s mid year 
population estimate in 2021 for children and young people aged 
under 18 was 37,111.

The rate per 10,000 children under 18 describes the total number of children who were looked after for every 10,000 
children within the Borough. The rate provides a much easier comparison especially when areas of differing population sizes 
and demographics are compared.  

Hammersmith and Fulham is a diverse inner London Borough with a relatively small population compared to other 
authorities in London. At the end of March 2021, Hammersmith and Fulham had a rate of 66.3 per 10,000 population of 
children under 18 who were in care at the end of March 2021. This is marginally lower than the 2020-21 national average of 
67.0 and was 12.3 points higher than the inner London average. 



Demographics of children looked after

Gender of children and 
young currently looked 

after in 2020-21

38.6% of children looked after were  
whilst

61.4% were 

Age range of children and 
young people currently 
looked after in 2020-21

Children and young people aged 16 and 17 
account for the largest age group of children and 
young people looked after in Hammersmith and 
Fulham at 36.6%. This was followed by 10 to 15 
year old at 30.8% whilst 5 to 9 year olds account 
for 14.2%. Similar trends can be seen in 
Hammersmith and Fulham in previous years.

Ethnicity of children and 
young people currently 
looked after in 2020-21

Children and young people from a black or black 
British heritage account for the largest ethnic 
group of children looked after with 37.8%. This 
was followed by children from a white background 
and those classified as mixed heritage accounting 
for 22.8% each. Children and young people from 
an Asian or classified as any other ethnic group 
account for 4.1% and 12.6% respectively.

Health of children looked after
For all children in care (and who have been looked after continuously for 12 months or more as at 31 March), 
ensuring each child has had their teeth checked by a dentist, had all their immunisations up to date, as well as having 
their annual health assessment completed is a basic health requirement for all children looked after. 

This is associated with good parenting, notwithstanding the fact that older children may well exercise their right to refuse 
medical examinations and treatment. However, the expectation is that a high proportion of children looked after are receiving
basic health care. Good performance should be generally high in this area.

91.8%
Children and young people had an annual 

health assessment completed on time

National 
2020-21

91.0% 

Inner London
2020-21

95.0% 

91.8% of all children looked after for 12 months or 
more at the end of March 2021 in Hammersmith 
and Fulham had their health assessments 
completed on time.

Performance is above the 2020-21 national average 
of 91.0% but is less than the inner London average 
of 95.0%.

Please note, provisional draft figures for 2021-22 has shown an improvement and performance is likely to increase to 93%. This factsheet 
will be updated once actual figures (published by the Department of Education) are released.

22.8%
Children and young people had an up to date 

dental check completed on time

National 
2020-21

40.0% 

Inner London
2020-21

38.0% 

22.8% of children looked after for 12 months or more 
had their teeth checked by a dentist in 2020/21. This 
represents a significant decrease in performance for 
Hammersmith and Fulham. However, it must be noted 
that due to the pandemic, dental practices across the 
country were closed due to lockdown. 

Both the national and inner London average saw 
significant decreases in performance activity as well 
with figures of 40.0% and 38.0% respectively.

Please note, provisional draft figures for 2021-22 has shown an improvement and performance is likely to increase to between 68 to 70%. 
This factsheet will be updated once actual figures (published by the Department of Education) are released.



90.5%
Children and young people who had an 

immunisations completed on time

National 
2020-21

86.0% 

Inner London
2020-21

77.0% 

Performance in the number of children and young 
people looked after in Hammersmith and Fulham at the 
end of March 2021 who had an up to date immunisation 
was strong at 90.5%. Nationally, performance for 2020-
21 was standing at 86.0% whilst the inner London 
average in comparison was 77.0%.

Due to the pandemic, reductions in appointment-based 
healthcare for children looked after would have 
contributed to lower numbers of children receiving 
immunisations compared to previous years.

Convictions and youth cautions for children looked after
Children and young people who are looked after are more likely to offend and, subsequently, encounter the youth 
justice system at a higher rate than the general population. Children and young people are more likely to offend if 
they have been looked after for a shorter periods i.e. 12 to less 24 months, compared to those who are in care for 
much longer. 

The offending rate is often lower for children who are placed with foster carers compared to those in residential homes as 
the latter are more likely to respond to challenging behaviour by calling the police compared to parents in a family 
environment.

5.5%
Children looked after as at 31 March 2021 
who were convicted or were subject to a 

youth caution

National 
2020-21

2.4% 

Inner London
2020-21

4.5% 

Of the children and young people who were looked 
after in Hammersmith and Fulham who were aged 10 
and over and who had been in care for 12 months or 
more at the end of March 2021 a very small number of 
young people (5.5%) were convicted or were subject to 
a youth caution in 2020/21. 5.5% was similar to the 
previous year’s figure of 5.8%. 

The national and the inner London average for 2020-21 
was lower in comparison at 2.4% and 4.5% respectively. 


