
1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Section 69 of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 states 
that every local authority shall from time to time 
determine which parts of their area are areas of 
special architectural or hisomc interst the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance, and shall designate them as 
conservation areas. The Borough has 43 such 
areas designated over 22 years, of which Fitzgeorge 
and Fitzjames Conservation Area is one. 

1.2 
duties fall on the local authority; in particular 
under section 71 of that Act whereby the local 
authority must from time to time formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and 
enhancement of those conservation areas. 

Once an area has been designated, certain 

1.3. 
firsts 
Consemation Area 
"profit? a i m  to give a c 

constitutes the specid 
interest which warranted the designation of &e 

on: Arm. It also includes some 
*eh will aid all 
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development wntrol de 
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groups. Policy documents for the preservation and 
e of individual conservation mas may 
be prepared and will be the subject dlocal 
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1.4 The profiles and subsequent dwgn 

guidelines will be supplementary planning 
guidance and will support the Council's statutory 
Unitary Development Plan which sets out the 
planning policy framework for the development of 
the borough and development control decisions. 
They will constitute material planning 
considerations in the determination of planning 
applications. 

1.7 
local authorities on how to operate the legislation 
in their Planning Pol Guidance document 
(PPG15), entitled "Planning and the Historic 

. Here we are reminded that the 
prime consideration in identifying conservation 

that of individual buildings. There has been 

experience of a historic area d 

This would include 
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uses; c h f i s t i c  materials; appro 
and detailing of contemporary buildings; the 
quality of advertisements, shopfmnts, street 
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interest of areas rather than 

recognition in raen 
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loolred at more critically It is therefore even more 
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me guidance gim by mtn me 
Government and English N 
conse 
character of the comrvation area on the basis of 
an analysis of all or some ofthe following 
criterix- 

the origins and development of the street 

of the 

the architectwa and h r k  qualiq chmxter 
and coherence of the b u W w ,  both listed and 
dished, and the contribution which they make to 
the special interest of the weit; 

the character and hie of spaces, and 

prevalent and traditional building materials 
for buildings, walls and surfices; 

the contribution d e  ta the character of the 
area by greens or green spaces, trees, hedges and 
other natural or cultivated elements; 

the prevailing (or uses within the area 
and their historic patronage, and the influence of 
these on the plan form and building types; 

the relationship of the built envi 
landsapeltawnxape including definition of 
significant landmarks, vistas and panoramas, 
where appropriate; 

that has occurred since 
the existence of 
unlisted buildings which make a positive 

conmbution to the conservation area according to 
English Heritage's criteria. 

-Pe quality; 

the extent of any loss, intrusion, or Camage 

2 DESIGNATION 

2.1 
Area was designated in September 1982. 

The Fitzgeorge and Fitzjames eOnservation 

3 CONSEBVATIONAREA 
BOUNDARY 

3.1 
Area is bounded to the north by the Dorcas 

The Fitzgeorge and Fitzjames Conservation 

Conservation Area, to the south and west by the 
Gun= Estate Cmsemtion Area, and to 
by North End Road and the h c k  faoe of North 
End Parade. It consists of Fitqeorge Avenue and 
E@ms Avenue. 

t 

4 HISTORIC DEXEiLOPlME" OF 
THF,mEA 

4.1 
Area o c ~ i e s  the North End Villa 
(later House) d its gromds, The area dNorth 
Enrims, fiofnthe 17th Gentwy up to the last 

The Fitqprge and Fitzjames Consemtiun 

p ~ d o d  one of 

One of these was North End Villa built in the 
1790's. It stood, set back Erom the main road, in 

bordering that of% Cedars, a similar type and 
size o€property. The house was subsmtdy 
remodelled to the e o n e m p q  taste in IW and 
its grounds landscaped as an informal park. Ten 

area to the north of the 
by the %emon 

Investment Association ars small scale reri.sce 
housing. 

s, the western edge 

4 2  
open although by 1863 Edith Rod, albeit 
undeveloped, had been cut 
gardens linking Edith Villas on the east side of 
North End Road, with Hammersmith Road via 
&e western edge of The Cedars. In 1882, The 
Cedars was demolished and the developer/ 
builders, Gibbs and Flew, commenced the 
building of Auriol Road, the first phase of what 
would become the GmEr Estate. By the late 
1880's, the estate was nearly complete and North 
End House, and its grounds, were entirely 
surrounded by building. 

The land to the south and west remained 

4 3  
House grounds were sold off to Henry Lovatt for 

In 1897 the western halfof North End 
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development. Fitzgeorge Avenue was laid out, as a 
cul-de-sac off Auriol Road, and a series of large 
mansion blocks built, each Merent in plan and 
design. 

4.4 The architect for these buildings was 
Delissa Joseph (1859-1927), a prolific and 
thomugh architect, though not one of great 
distinction. He built no less than seven 
synagogues, including the Hammersmith and West 
Kensington Synagogue, and a number of mansion 
blocks in Kensington and Chelsea. He became an 
expert in the provision of superstructures over the 
boaking and lifl haIls of E M i  tube stations 
and was a strong advocate oftall buildings for 
London where, up to 1%5, the 
buildqp was restricted to a heght 

wds otniously succe?rsful 
it was ed@ dong similar lines to 

the origmal. A terrace of 5 houses on North End 
Rud, part of the North 
sold &to Lavatt, demolished, and Etzgeorge 

ue extended, in a bold irregular m e ,  to 
connect with North End Road. Due to limited 
space, only the north side of the new road ( m e d  

h 

Haus h e ,  was 

but with additiad stories and greatly increased 

House was demolished. 

R d  in 1939 or thereabouts, and 

These two mansion bloeks are e@t storeys and of 
a cruciEorm plan. DelissaJweph had died in 1927 

respcmsible for the design. 

the dings,  gates and gateposts to the entrance 
courts were removed) and the area retains much 
of its original character and appearance. 

5 CHARACTERAND 
APPEARANCE 

5.1 
complete street of privately owned residential 
mansion flats of intricate plan and varied 
composition, all designed by the same f m  of 
architects albeit mer a period of 30 years. They 
provide a rich townscape of interest and maintain 
their original appearance and features. The mature 
tree lined street and the scale ofdevelopment 
provides a relaxed urban atmosphere. 
5.2 The camavation area can be split into 

The conservation area comprises of a 

The sub-areas are : 
A Fitqporge and Fitzjames Awnw 
B NorthEndHouse 

A H ~ d F i ~ m e a A v e n u e  
5.3 The earliest of the block are at the western 

. end in Fitzgmw kenue. The loweq No. 1-7 is 



brackets. 

Blocks ut entrance to Fitqeorge Avenue f h m  b i o /  Road 

5 6  
off the street and each portico differs: a simple 
classics e n t a b h e  with coupled tuscan columns, 
for example, contraitkg with a baroque, scrolled, 
open segmental pediment. Despite such flourishes, 
decorative features are restrained and 
restricted to simple string courses, window aprons 
and blind a r c a h  to chimney stacks. 

The entrances to the early blocks are directly 

5.5 
just over one meter &om ground level to the front 
elevation of block No 52-70 Fi 
This is inscribed "This Avenue designed by 
Delissa Joseph - constructed by Henry Lovatt - 
was opened by the Rt Hon Frank Green - Lord 
Mayor of the City of London -January 16 1901". 

There is a commemorative stone &ked 

5.6 
into Fitzjames Avenue, the blocks, although 

As the development progresses eastwards 

retaining &e nucleus ofthe origuLai design, 
size, up to six stories, and their plan 

ex creating 
shape. Th r 

blocks are d e  more sgllang by a greater 

e 

vernaculaf classicism of Norman S k .  
, . -- 
X.. 

5.7 
wealth of detail which is important in providing 
interest and defining their character. The facades 
ficing the courtyards have more detail and 

The blocks in Fitzjames Avenue 

articulation of elements 
These include Dutch style gables with scroll 
details, turrets, decorative hoods to balconies, 
decorah panels to bay windows and gables and 
omate treatment ofthe p 

g attention inwards. 

5.8 Turrets, gables, substantial chimneys, domes 
and cupolas all combine to provide a varied skylme 
of great interest. The curve of the street and the 

f blocks through their plan form provide 
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variety in views as you walk through the 
conservation area. The result is a picturesque set- 
piece with a strong sense of coherence achieved 
throughout the conservation area. 

5.9 
which is important in defining their character and 
providing a quality finish. The hardness of these 
spaces is softened by planting in small beds or 
planters. Smaller spaces formed 
blocks and the street are finished with loose gravel 
which provides a softer feel to these areas. 

The courtyards are paved in York stone 

5.10 The boundaries arc varied as the o+ 
were removed du Xhr II. The 

plinths remain in situ and there is a d l  section 

end Road imme 

them). There are hedges along the boundaries in 
places which soften the 

some additionsq such as 
tanks. 

Nos. 123 to I54 North End House 

B NorthEndHonse 
5.13 
residential blocks built in 1937-8 on part of the site 
of N d  End House which was demoIishd in 
1928. Although outwardly appearing cruciform, 
each black nt buddings 

an Open court only linked at 

level, by the entrance1 
Msescreendsunnountinga 
"intend" mms off the courts are accordingly well 
lit. 

To the south east there are two eight storey 

5.14 The blocks are of the maximu for 
their time, eight starey~, and built in a 
brown brick with contrasting soldier courses over 

of the buildW. The winduw 
&et%, the top 

traditional ne&bours. Interest is gained fiom the 
Plan afthe blo 
back d t h e  f&. 

aries of obese blocirs are defined 

with many mature trees and 
. There is a grassed open space and 

there are also parlang spaas for residents in a 

wall. It is approached through a peway with good 
brick piers. the 
lxlms &the 
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