Fire safety – key questions / points which depending on property type may be relevant

Important note

The checklist below is based on the guidance produced in relation to fire safety within residential properties, however as there is significant variation in type and risk level reference should be made to official governmental and other guidance such as;

Department for Communities and Local Government – Fire safety guidance for sleeping accommodation
Local government guide – Fire safety in purpose-built blocks of flats
The Housing Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) guidance on fire (page 148)
Further guidance is also available from LACORS here.

This document is designed to assist landlords or other duty holders under the Reform (Fire Safety) Order as part of ongoing inspection / maintenance arrangements, it’s completion does not constitute a fire risk assessment.

	Escape routes
	
	Notes / action needed

	1
	Are escape routes clear?
	Yes/No
	

	2
	Is there any combustible waste or storage in corridors, lobbies, stairways and chute rooms?
	Yes/No
	

	3
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Are notice boards overflowing with outdated messages and posters?
	Yes/No
	

	4
	Are there any signs of damage to fire-resisting walls, doors and glazing between units and the common parts?
	Yes/No
	

	5
	Are external routes clear and safe? And if needed well lit?
	Yes/No
	

	6
	Have any vents required for smoke control been tampered with, forced open and damaged (e.g. by residents seeking to air stuffy atmospheres or to remove the smell from illicit smoking) or blocked up to prevent draughts?
	Yes/No
	

	7
	Are fire exit signs or fire action notices missing or defaced?
	Yes/No
	

	8
	Where fitted is emergency lighting and sign lighting working correctly?
	Yes/No
	

	Fire doors 
	
	

	1
	Can all fire exits be opened immediately and easily?
	Yes/No
	

	2
	Are fire doors clear of obstructions?
	Yes/No
	

	3
	Do fire doors have smoke seals?
	Yes/No
	

	4
	Are fire door smoke seals in good condition (not painted over / damaged)?
	Yes/No
	

	5
	Do all self-closing fire doors work correctly?
	Yes/No
	

	6
	Do fire doors fit closely with a maximum of 5mm gaps?
	Yes/No
	

	7
	Do all emergency fastening devices to fire exits (e.g. push bars) work correctly?
	Yes/No
	

	8
	Are doors to residents’ store rooms, electrical cupboards, plant rooms, bin stores and other ancillary rooms left or held open?
	Yes/No
	

	9
	Are front doors and other entrance and exit doors closing properly?
	Yes/No
	

	Fire warning systems
(see guidance in relation to when these are needed)
	
	

	1
	Is the indicator panel showing ‘normal’?
	Yes/No
	

	2
	Where provided, are fire detectors, call points and sounders still in place and/or damaged, covered over or interfered with in anyway?
	Yes/No
	

	3
	Where applicable has the fire alarm been tested on a weekly basis?
	Yes/No
	

	4
	Is an ongoing periodical maintenance contract in place?
	Yes/No
	

	Fire fighting equipment
(see guidance in relation to when these are needed)
	
	

	1
	Are all fire extinguishers in place?
	Yes/No
	

	2
	Are fire extinguishers discharged or damaged?
	Yes/No
	

	3
	Are fire extinguishers clearly visible and accessible?
	Yes/No
	

	4
	Have fire extinguishers been tested within the last year?
	Yes/No
	

	5
	Are vehicles blocking fire hydrants or access to them?
	Yes/No
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