
Who can vote?
You can vote at this election if you are:
✓A British, other Commonwealth, or

Irish citizen

✓18 years old or over on polling day

✓and your name is on the voters list

You CANNOT vote if you are not
registered. It is now too late to
register for this election - the
voters list closed on 11 March.

If you have recently moved and not
re-registered, it is likely you still have
a vote at your old address. If you are
not registered, and want to be for
future elections, you can download
a form from the website, or contact
Electoral Services.

Citizens of European Union
countries CANNOT vote at this
election(except British, Irish,
Cypriot and Maltese citizens).

How do I know if 
I am registered?
We wrote to everyone at the end of
January telling you who was
registered at your address.

If you are one of 3,600 people who
have registered since then, we have
sent a letter to you. All registered
electors - except postal voters  - will
be sent an official poll card. If you
are not sure you have a vote please
use our “am I registered?” form on
www.lbhf.gov.uk or phone our
helpline.

Where do I 
go to vote? 
Polling cards
If you are registered to vote, look
out for your polling card. This will
tell you where your local polling
station is.

Polling cards will be delivered
over the weekend of 23-24 April.
For extra privacy, this year your
polling card will be in an envelope.

You do NOT need the polling
card to vote. 
You can just give your name and
address to the polling station staff.
But it does help them if you
remember to take it with you.

We try not to send polling cards to
postal voters, or people we know
have moved or died.

Check it out online
You can also find where your polling
station is, by using our new polling
station finder on the website.
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the General Election
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About this guide
The Prime Minister has announced a
General Election of Members of
Parliament (MPs). There are 646 MPs,
and each one represents a local
constituency. 

The party that wins the most
constituencies forms the Government,
and that party’s leader becomes the
Prime Minister.

There are no local council elections in
London this year. The whole council will
be up for election in May 2006.

This guide tells you about the 
election in Hammersmith & Fulham
constituency. It is sent to you by Geoff
Alltimes, the Returning Officer. He and
the Electoral Services team are totally
impartial. Our job is to make sure the
whole election process is open and fair,
and is run according to election law.

We hope you find this guide helpful,
but if you have any questions please
contact Electoral Services.

Tell us what you think
We value your comments.

Your ideas and
suggestions help us to
improve our service.
If you have any

comments about this
guide, please

email or write
to us at
Electoral
Services.

How to 
contact us
Write or visit:
Electoral Services
Hammersmith Town Hall
King Street, London W6 9JU

Fax:
020 8753 2007 / 2229

Email:
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk

Web:
www.lbhf.gov.uk

Helpline 
020 8753 4466
(including typetalk)
Monday to Friday 
8.00am - 8.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Representation of the People Acts

Official Poll Card Parliamentary General Election
Hammersmith & Fulham Constituency

© Crown Copyright all rights reserved. LB Hammersmith & Fulham LA100019223 2005. If undelivered, return to: Returning Officer, Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street, London W6 9JU

Name and address
Ann Elector
12A Parliamentary Close
Hammersmith
London W6 0FH

Your polling station is
General school
Voting Road
Hammersmith
London W6 2HF
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Polling day is Thursday 5 May 2005.
Your polling station will be open 7.00am to 10.00pm.
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5 May 2005
Election

Important:
Your official poll card

is enclosed

Do not lose your right to vote

Issued by the 
Acting Returning Officer

5 May 2005 ElectionParliamentary General Election 

Hammersmith & Fulham Constituency

Application to vote by post
Up to two people can use this form. If more forms are needed, please photocopy, contact Electoral
Services or visit the website www.lbhf.gov.uk. Please use BLOCK LETTERS. 

1 About you

Surname

First names (in full)

DateSigned

Daytime telephone number
In case we have a query, please give

Email address

2 Address for ballot paper

3 Your signature

Voting by proxy

Each person has to sign their own form. It is an offence 
to make a false statement on this form (maximum fine £5,000).

If you want to have someone to vote for you (“proxy”) please do not use
this form. Please contact Electoral Services for the proper form. 

Please send my ballot paper to

Your address (where you are living now, if different)

I want to vote by post at the General Election on 5 May
instead of voting in person at the polling station

This form must reach Electoral Services by 5.00pm on 26 April at the latest. If you already have a postal vote and
want to cancel it or change the address for your ballot paper you must tell us in writing by 5.00pm on 19 April.

Mr Mrs Miss

Ms Other (specify) 

Your address (where you are registered to vote, please
include flat number or description)

www.lbhf.gov.uk

POLLING
STATION

If you have a postal vote already
you do not need to re-apply.

The deadlines in a General
Election are very tight. 

For speed, please contact 
us by phone, email or fax. 

If you are writing to us 
we advise you to use 
1st class post - our 
Freepost service is 
2nd class and 
can take up to 
three days to 
reach us.

1 About you

Surname

First names (in full)

DateSigned

Daytime telephone number
In case we have a query, please give

Email address

2 Address for ballot paper

3 Your signature

Each person has to sign their own form. It is an offence 
to make a false statement on this form (maximum fine £5,000).

Please send my ballot paper to

Your address (where you are living now, if different)

I want to vote by post at the General Election on 5 May
instead of voting in person at the polling station

Mr Mrs Miss

Ms Other (specify) 

Your address (where you are registered to vote, please
include flat number or description)
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In the polling station
Polling stations are open from 7.00am to
10.00pm on 5 May. 

Don’t leave it to the last minute to vote! 
You have to be given your ballot paper before 10.00pm.
Election law says no ballot paper can be given out after this
time - even if you are already standing in the polling station.

Tellers
The first people you will probably see at the polling
station are the candidates’ helpers taking numbers. They
are there to check if their supporters are voting. They are
not part of the polling station staff, but the Returning
Officer recognises they are a proper part of the election
process. However, they should not get in the way of
voters going in and out. They should only ask for your
elector number when you leave.

Please go to the right table  
In the bigger polling stations there will be more than one
table issuing ballot papers. Your polling card and posters
in the station will show your table. If there is a queue
please be patient  - the staff have to make sure the proper
procedure is being followed, and this cannot be rushed. 

Confirm your name and address
Every voter is asked to confirm their name and address. This
is to make sure the right person is marked off the list.
Some voters, by mistake, hand in the poll card of someone
else in their household so the staff must do a proper check.

One ballot paper per person
Your name will be crossed off the voters list to make sure
you only get one ballot paper. Your ballot paper is
stamped with a special mark to show it is official. Papers
without the mark are not counted - so please make
sure yours is stamped. 

Go into a booth on your own
...and mark your vote. It’s a secret vote, so the staff have
to step in if there are two or more people discussing how
to vote in the same booth.
Some people can be helped to vote by a "companion" or
the presiding officer in charge of the station - see
information below about help for disabled voters.

In the box
When you have voted simply fold your ballot paper and
put it in the ballot box. If you need any help please
ask any of the polling station staff – they are there
to help you.

Helping disabled voters
Our aim is to make sure that everyone who wants
to vote can do so easily.

All polling stations, except Corinthian Sailing Club are
wheelchair accessible (using ramps where needed) and
have low level voting booths and ballot boxes.
There are large-print versions of ballot papers to help
partially-sighted voters.
Blind voters can use a special Braille device to help
them vote in secret.
All disabled voters can opt to bring along a friend or
relative as a voting "companion" to help them if needed.
We have more advice for disabled voters on our
website www.lbhf.gov.uk or contact Electoral Services.

Away on polling day? Moved
and not re-registered in time?
Housebound or ill? Just want to
vote by post instead of going
to your polling station?

Any elector can now choose
to vote by post.

To get a postal vote, simply fill in the
application form on the back of this
guide.

New applications need to
reach us by 5.00pm, 26 April 
at the latest
To make sure your application
reaches us in time, please send it as
soon as possible 

1st class post
fax: 020 8753 2007 or 2229
email: scan your completed form
and attach it to an email to
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk
deliver it in person to Electoral Services.

Sending out 
postal votes
Your ballot paper will be sent to
you in a special postal voter’s pack.
You also get a declaration to sign,
and this has to be witnessed by
anyone who knows you. You also
get special envelopes to keep your
vote secret.

The first batch of postal voter’s
packs will be sent out by 1st
class post on Friday 22 April.
We cannot do it before then
because candidates have until 19
April to tell the Returning Officer
they are standing, ballot papers
have to be printed, and we have to
give existing postal voters a chance
to cancel, if they wish to.

Packs for late applications will be sent
out daily, with the last batch posted
on Wednesday 27 April.

Sending back your
postal vote
Your completed postal vote has to
reach us by 10.00pm on 5 May. 
This can be by post, by hand to
Hammersmith Town Hall, or it can
be handed in at any polling station
in the constituency.

Postal votes returned after 10.00pm
cannot be counted, even if
postmarked on or before 5 May.

Important
If you are on the postal voters list,
you have to use the ballot paper
that is sent to you. You cannot be
issued with another ballot
paper at the polling station.
We can send ballot papers overseas,
but there is little time for you to
receive it and send it back by 
5 May. We advise you to appoint a
proxy to vote for you.

What about postal voting?

opens

closes

Making your vote count
Notices outside and inside the polling station will give 
you all the candidates’ details. These can also be seen at libraries, 
town halls and other council offices, and also on the website.

1

VOTE FOR ONE CANDIDATE ONLY

SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

2 SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

3 SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

4 SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

5 SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

6 SURNAME
Forenames

Address
Party

Party
A

Party
B

Party
C

Party
D

Party
E

Party
F

Fm.PAD ballot paper 6 names* 1

Independents
cannot use
an emblem.

The candidates are
shown in alphabetical
name order.

There is also
a party
emblem for
candidates of
a registered
political party.

To vote, simply put a
cross(✗) in the box
next to the candidate
you are voting for.

Make sure your ballot
paper is stamped. Your
vote cannot be counted
if the stamp is missing.
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✗
✗

✗

Voting for
too many 
candidates

Not
clear

Voter 
can be 
identified

✗
JJ..SSmmiitthh

These won’t count….

✗

At 10.00pm no more ballot 
papers are issued. All the 
ballot boxes are sealed and 
taken to the count.

The votes for all the 
candidates are added up. The candidate with most votes is elected as your
MP. If the result is close the votes are recounted, sometimes several times.
If two candidates have the same number of votes, the returning officer
draws lots to see who wins.

Counting the votes

Candidate A Candidate B Candidate C Candidate D Candidate E Candidate F

Elected

If you have a postal vote already
you do not need to re-apply.
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Who can vote?
You can vote at this election if you are:
✓ A British, other Commonwealth, or

Irish citizen

✓ 18 years old or over on polling day

✓ and your name is on the voters list

You CANNOT vote if you are not
registered. It is now too late to
register for this election - the
voters list closed on 11 March.

If you have recently moved and not
re-registered, it is likely you still have
a vote at your old address. If you are
not registered, and want to be for
future elections, you can download
a form from the website, or contact
Electoral Services.

Citizens of European Union
countries CANNOT vote at this
election (except British, Irish,
Cypriot and Maltese citizens).

How do I know if 
I am registered?
We wrote to everyone at the end of
January telling you who was
registered at your address.

If you are one of 3,600 people who
have registered since then, we have
sent a letter to you. All registered
electors - except postal voters  - will
be sent an official poll card. If you
are not sure you have a vote please
use our “am I registered?” form on
www.lbhf.gov.uk or phone our
helpline.

Where do I 
go to vote? 
Polling cards
If you are registered to vote, look
out for your polling card. This will
tell you where your local polling
station is.

Polling cards will be delivered
over the weekend of 23-24 April.
For extra privacy, this year your
polling card will be in an envelope.

You do NOT need the polling
card to vote. 
You can just give your name and
address to the polling station staff.
But it does help them if you
remember to take it with you.

We try not to send polling cards to
postal voters, or people we know
have moved or died.

Check it out online
You can also find where your polling
station is, by using our new polling
station finder on the website.

About this guide
The Prime Minister has announced a
General Election of Members of
Parliament (MPs). There are 646 MPs,
and each one represents a local
constituency. 

The party that wins the most
constituencies forms the Government,
and that party’s leader becomes the
Prime Minister.

There are no local council elections in
London this year. The whole council will
be up for election in May 2006.

This guide tells you about the 
election in Hammersmith & Fulham
constituency. It is sent to you by Geoff
Alltimes, the Returning Officer. He and
the Electoral Services team are totally
impartial. Our job is to make sure the
whole election process is open and fair,
and is run according to election law.

We hope you find this guide helpful,
but if you have any questions please
contact Electoral Services.

Tell us what you think
We value your comments.

Your ideas and
suggestions help us to
improve our service.
If you have any

comments about this
guide, please

email or write
to us at
Electoral
Services.

How to 
contact us
Write or visit:
Electoral Services
Hammersmith Town Hall
King Street, London W6 9JU

Fax:
020 8753 2007 / 2229

Email:
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk

Web:
www.lbhf.gov.uk

Helpline 
020 8753 4466
(including typetalk)
Monday to Friday 
8.00am - 8.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Representation of the People Acts

Official Poll Card
Parliamentary General Election
Hammersmith & Fulham Constituency

© Crown Copyright all rights reserved. LB Hammersmith & Fulham LA100019223 2005. If undelivered, return to: Returning Officer, Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street, London W6 9JU

Name and address
Ann Elector
12A Parliamentary Close
Hammersmith
London W6 0FH

Your polling station is
General school
Voting Road
Hammersmith
London W6 2HF
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Polling day is Thursday 5 May 2005.
Your polling station will be open 7.00am to 10.00pm.
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5 May 2005
Election

Important:
Your official poll card

is enclosed

Do not lose your right to vote

Issued by the 
Acting Returning Officer

5 May 2005
Election Parliamentary General Election 

Hammersmith & Fulham Constituency

POLLING
STATION

The deadlines in a General
Election are very tight. 

For speed, please contact 
us by phone, email or fax. 

If you are writing to us 
we advise you to use 
1st class post - our 
Freepost service is 
2nd class and 
can take up to 
three days to 
reach us.
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