STRATEGY FOR  ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR PRIVATE HOUSING
Background

Improving the energy efficiency of properies and alleviating fuel poverty is central to the strategic aims of the Government and the Council. Domestic properties account for 27% of overall CO2 production. The Joint Strategic Needs Assessement carried out by H&F PCT has identified that there are 20% excess winter deaths in this Borough compared wiith London average of 13%. 

A household is considered to be in fuel poverty when it needs to spend more than 1 tenth of disposable income to provide satisfactory heating; about 1 in 6 households in the UK are affected.

Excess winter deaths is a measure of the additional deaths in a population in the winter over that expected in other months of the year.

All local authorities are required under NI187, to provide an annual report to determine the percentage of all households on income related benefit living in a dwelling with a SAP Rating under 35 and more than 65.  

SAP Rating (Standard Assessement Procedure) is a means of rating the energy efficiency of a dwelling by calculating the fuel cost divided by floor area and adjusting to a number between 0-100.

Objectives
· To improve the energy efficiency of private sector dwellings by facilitating measures to optimise the SAP Rating. 

· To reduce levels of fuel poverty of households in private sector.

· To reduce the incidence of excess winter deaths in the private sector.

To achieve these objectives, we aim to ensure that privately owned properties in the Borough are provided with an efficient space heating system with suitable controls and that properties are adequately insulated. Because of the nature of the housing stock, the insulation measures will in the main be loft insulation. 
We aim to install heating improvements to bring a minimum of 50 properties up to this standard primarily through London Warmzones.
Our activities will be particularly targetted at vulnerable, low income and elderly households, which will impact on fuel poverty and excess winter deaths. This will have the additional benefit of bringing properties to the decent standard by having an impact on thermal comfort.  
Funding Sources

Warmfront.

· Funding from central Government, nationwide scheme, managed by Eaga Partnership.
· Eligible works, installation of central heating, replacement boilers if appropriate, loft and cavity wall insulation.

· Owner occupiers or private tenants (excluding Social Housing) eligible if on a disability related benefit, or over 60 and on means tested benefit, or under 60 with child under 16 on means tested benefit.

Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT).

· This is funding that the utility companies are obliged to spend on energy efficiency improvements on domestic properties. Mainly loft and cavity wall insulation usually for vulnerable households.    

West London Private Sector Renewal Scheme

· This is run on behalf of the West London Sub Region by London Warmzones and runs from 2009-2011. 

· Funding of £4.5m has been provided by the GLA for the duration of the scheme for heating improvements and loft and cavity wall insulation for vulnerable households for the 7 Boroughs to bring the property up to the Decent Standard. The criteria has been extended to over 70s for 08/09.l 
· Warmzones will identify eligible households from surveying in selected areas. They can also take on relevant households from any part of the Borough.

· Warmzones will refer houseseholds eligible for Warmfront or CERT funding  as appropriate thus levering additional funding. 

· Households not on benefit can be referred to free benefits advisory service. 

· Insulation works can be organised on discounted basis for households not eligible for funding.

Strategy
We will facilitate the energy efficiency improvements mentioned above by promoting the Private Sector Renewal Scheme through London Warmzones. This will enable all funding sources to be utilised as approriate. All officers in Private Housing and Health who carry out inspections will provide a checklist giving basic information on the energy efficiency of each dwelling visited. This will enable appropriate referrals to be made.
We will work closely with Warmzones to facilitate their area surveys to identify relevant properties. We have provided them with a database of private households on Council Tax Benefits which has helped them to target their activities.
The scheme will be publicised through articles in the press, the H&F journal and other publications; also through posters and leaflets displayed in GP surgeries, libraries, relevant council offices, voluntary organisations and through awareness events such as the annual Time of Your Life event, flu clinics. 

We will work closely with the PCT to promote the scheme to relevant health professionals. 

Enforcement action will be taken for private rented properties to ensure there is adequate heating and insulation, using the Housing Health and Safety Rating System under the Housing Act 2004 as appropriate.

We will  use the services of an outside organisation to produce the annual report required under NI187. To achieve this, we will provide them with a database of households in the Borough on Council Tax Benefit and they will  send out questionaires to a random sample and  carry out a the data analysis on the returns. In order to obtain the services of an organisation to carry out this work, we will work with other London local authorities through the London Carbon Action Network.
