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Postal voting survey 
 

Introduction 
 
In January 2007, Parliament introduced changes to the laws about voting by 
post.  
 
All postal and proxy voters must give a sample of their signature and their date of 
birth when making their application. When voters return their ballot paper in 
future, they will have to sign and give their date of birth on a security statement 
which will be automatically checked against the details on their original 
application. 
 
We wrote to over 13,500 postal and proxy voters in the borough to ask them to 
supply a sample signature and date of birth. We also included a survey with our 
letter so that people could tell us what they thought of the changes and our 
service in general 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Headline results 
 
Almost 5,500 (41.4%) electors kindly responded to our survey; their responses 
were as follows: 
 
 
 
Question 1 – Do you understand how the new way of postal voting works? 
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Yes 4871 88.7%
No 115 2.1%
Not Sure 438 8.0%
Unanswered 64 1.2%
TOTAL 5488 

 
 
 
 
Question 2 – Do you think matching voters dates of birth and signatures 
makes postal voting more secure? 
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Yes 4122 75.1%
No 416 7.6%
Not Sure 884 16.1%
Unanswered 66 1.2%
TOTAL 5488 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Question 3 – Overall, how satisfied are you with the way voter registration 
and elections are organised in Hammersmith & Fulham? 
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36 0.7%

Unanswered 110 2.0%
TOTAL 5488 
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