
London Mayor and Assembly elections

Important information for postal voters                     

Fill in your ballot papers yourself and in private 
If you need independent help, contact the Constituency Returning Officer’s staff. 	

Your postal voting statement
• Fill in the statement by signing it, and giving your 

date of birth.
• If you do not, the statement will be invalid and 

your votes will not be counted.
• This is a security measure. Your signature and 

date of birth will be checked against your 
original application to vote by post. If they do 
not match your votes will not be counted.

• Only you, the voter, can sign the statement - no 
one else can.

	 Power of Attorney does not apply to the voting 
process [Mental Capacity Act 2005]. 

• If you are unable to sign (because of a recent 
accident, etc) please contact the Returning 
Officer for more advice.

Your votes
• 	You have three ballot papers for the Greater 

London Authority (GLA) elections.
• 	In the London Mayor election (pink ballot paper) 

vote once (7) in column one for your first choice, 
and vote once (7) in column two for your second 
choice.

• 	In the Assembly Constituency Member election 
(yellow ballot paper) vote once (7) in a blank 
box.

• 	In the Assembly London Member election (peach 
ballot paper) vote once (7) in a blank box.

• 	Do not mark your ballot papers in any other way, 
or your votes may not be counted.

• 	If you need help voting, the person helping you 
must not tell anyone how you voted.

After you have voted
• 	When you have voted - put all the ballot papers in envelope A and seal it 

- put envelope A, with the filled-in statement still attached, in envelope B

• 	Return your postal vote quickly. It must reach the Returning Officer 
by 10.00pm on Thursday, 1 May. If you need to, you can deliver it 
to the Electoral Services Office, or to any polling station - on polling 
day - in the electoral area.

• 	If you accidentally spoil any of your ballot papers, you can ask the 
Returning Officer for a replacement before 5.00pm on Thursday, 
1 May. You must return all the ballot papers, the statement, and 
envelopes A & B. Do this as soon as you can.

•  After receiving this postal vote, you cannot vote in person  
at a polling station.

Has your postal vote reached the Returning Officer?
Voters can now check to see if their returned postal voting pack 
has reached the Returning Officer. You can do this online at: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/electoralservices or by phoning the helpline.

Issued by the Constituency Returning Officer

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed to  
you or interfere with another voter’s ballot papers. It is illegal to vote more than once  
(unless you are appointed as a proxy for another elector) at the same election.
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What about postal voting fraud?

Here are some safeguards we have  
in place
• 	Every request for a postal vote is checked against our computer 

records of electors. You cannot get a postal vote unless you are 
on the Voters List. You can only get one postal voting pack at an 
election, even if you send in more than one application form.

• 	A request for a postal vote is turned down if the application form 
is not signed or there is no date of birth. You also have to sign 
any request to cancel or change your postal vote.

• 	We write back to everyone who arranges a postal vote. 

• 	The postal voting statement is there to prevent fraud.

• 	Signatures and dates of birth are cross-checked with original 
application forms.

What you can do 
• 	Let us know if your postal voting pack does not arrive.

• 	Keep your voting pack in a safe place if you are not voting 
straightaway.

• 	When you vote, keep it secret.

•  If you can, post it back yourself. 

• Don’t give your pack to someone else to post unless you 
trust them.

• If you decide not to vote, never give your pack  
   to someone else - dispose of your pack safely.

• Tell us if you move, so your postal voting details  
   can be kept up to date.

Never give your postal vote 
to anyone who says they 
are collecting for the 
Returning Officer. We 
never do this.

Some people are worried about postal voting fraud. 
We take these concerns very seriously. 

However, we must stress that there has never been 
any evidence of organised postal voting fraud in 
Hammersmith & Fulham.
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