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Are you prepared for the
changes in the licensing law?
This leaflet gives you guidance on what is happening 
and what you need to do.
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Licensing Act 2003

The law is changing!

In 2001 the Government decided to reform the country’s licensing
laws and the Licensing Act 2003 is the result. The new law will
affect:
• Pubs and nightclubs

• Off licences and shops selling alcohol

• Restaurants serving alcohol

• Businesses selling hot food between 11.00pm and 
5.00am (mobile businesses included)

• Hotels, guest houses and other places that sell alcohol

• Private members clubs, social clubs and sports clubs selling
alcohol

• The provision of public entertainment

• Theatres and amateur dramatic performances open to the public

• Cinemas

• Indoor sporting events

• Occasional events where there is music, dancing or alcohol is
being sold.

The Licensing Act repeals many existing separate laws covering
the sale of alcohol, the provision of entertainment and the sale of
hot food at night. A new system of licensing begins on 7 February
2005 with a single licence covering all or any of the above activities.
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The new law

A Premises Licence will be required for any place where licensable
activities occur and a separate personal licence will be required for
anyone selling or supervising the sale of alcohol. The council
instead of the Magistrate’s Court will now grant licences for the sale
of alcohol. 
The current fixed licensing hours have been removed and each
premises will now be able to apply for individually set opening
hours as long as it can be shown that the four licensing objectives
can be met (and in accordance with their planning permission).
These objectives are:
• the prevention of crime and disorder;

• the promotion of public safety;

• the prevention of public nuisance; and

• the protection of children from harm.

Hammersmith & Fulham is a densely populated area and therefore
it is a fine balance to meet the residents’ needs with the business
needs. This council will expect any applicant that wishes to extend
their current opening hours to clearly explain how they intend to
ensure their activity does not impact on residents. 

When is all this happening?

The Government will be setting two “appointed days.” 7 February
2005 will be the ‘first appointed day’, the date from which existing
license holders can begin applying for a licence under the new act.
Applications can be made any time in the six-month period after
that date (i.e. until 6 August 2005). On the second appointed day
(still to be announced by the Government) the new licences
granted will come into force and all existing relevant licences will
expire.
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Premises licences

A premises licence will be required for any premises type detailed
above. Licences will be granted to a named licence holder and
where the licence includes the sale of alcohol it must specify a
designated premises supervisor (who must also hold a Personal
Licence — see below). Licences may be subject to conditions and
can be applied for on a permanent basis or for a time-limited
period.

Personal licences

All supply of alcohol must be made or authorised by a person who
holds a Personal Licence. There may need to be several people
with Personal Licences working at a premises. 
Existing licensees will be able to apply for a Personal Licence as
part of the changeover to the new system. 
New personal licence holders will have to be over 18, have no
specified convictions, and have a recognised licensing
qualification. Normally applications for Personal Licences would be
made to the Licensing Authority in whose area the applicant lives.
This licence is valid for ten years.

Clubs

Most non profit making clubs will be able to apply for a Club
Premises Certificate. Personal and Premises licences are not
required for the supply of alcohol where a Club Premises Certificate
has been granted.

Temporary (occasional) events

After the second appointed day (still to be announced by the
Government) occasional liquor or entertainment licences cease to
exist. Instead, if a function is for not more than 96 hours (four days)
and not more than 500 people, a Temporary Event Notice is
required to be sent to the council (with the correct fee) and the
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police at least 10 working days before the function. If the police
object, the council will hold a licensing hearing to decide if the
event can go ahead. Temporary Events Notices are subject to a
maximum number of applications for any premises in any calendar
year. For further information on Temporary Event Notices please see
our separate leaflet. 

Objecting to licences or applications

One of the aims of the new law is to make the licensing system
more local and accessible. Whilst there are special arrangements
for converting existing licences (like for like), all new licence and
variation applications have to be advertised in a local paper and a
site notice has to be displayed. Any interested party will be able to
object to an application or apply for a review of a premises licence
when it becomes operational.

Other changes

The current exemption for liquor licensed premises providing
entertainment with two or less musicians or pre-recorded music will
disappear and an application will be required to include such
entertainment.

What should I do now?

Make an application to the council to convert your existing licence
between 7 February and 6 August 2005. 
Check our website for further information and application forms –
www.lbhf.gov.uk.
Changes to your existing liquor licence up until November 2005 will
still be dealt with by the Magistrate’s Court and Public
Entertainment Licences will continue to be administered by the
council as before.
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Further information

We realise that this may be a confusing time for existing licensees
but we are here to help you through this process. Licensees can
contact us at any time for advice, or to request an application pack. 
This leaflet provides advice based on information available at the
time of writing and this may change. It is intended for guidance only
and does not provide authoritative legal advice. Only the courts can
interpret legislation with definitive authority.
Applicants are advised to seek their own professional advice where
they feel it is necessary.
We would welcome your comments on this or any other of our
leaflets, so as to ensure that they meet the needs of the users of our
services.
If you have difficulty understanding this leaflet for any reason please
contact us to discuss other formats that we can provide.
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How to contact us:

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham
Licensing Section
Environmental Protection 
5th Floor, Town Hall Extension
King Street, Hammersmith, London, W6 9JU.
Phone: 020 8753 1084
Fax: 020 8753 3922
Email: licensing@lbhf.gov.uk
Website: www.lbhf.gov.uk

Other useful contacts:

Department for Culture, Media and Sport
204 Cockspur Street, London, SW17 5DH.
Phone: 020 7211 6200.
Website: www.culture.gov.uk

West London Magistrates Court
181 Talgarth Road, London, W6 8DN.
Phone: 020 8700 9371.
Fax: 020 8700 9366.

British Institute of Innkeeping 
Phone: 01276 68 4449. 
Website: www.bii.org.
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