Olympic ideas

Do you have any bright ideas of how the
centenary of the 1908 Olympic Games held
in White City should be celebrated?
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a look back
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It's the end of the line for

the Hammersmith Palais
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THE MOST LUXURIOUS
PROMENADE IN LONDON
The Promenade at the Palais de Danse,

Hammersmith, is one of the most sumptuous
in London, and is provided for those who do
not dance, as well as for those who do.

Many who visit the Palais de Danse are non-
dancers.  They come alone, or with a party,
to enjoy the convivial atmosphere, to watch
the happy throng of dancers, to catch some-
thing of their sheer irresponsible merriment.
The Pr. d ds an llent view
of the dancing. It is luxuriously and com-
fortably furnished, and provides accommoda-
tion for a large throng of merrymakers.

Two world-famous Jazz Bands provide the

gayest of perfect dance music, which,
combined with the care-free atmosphere of
the Palais de Danse—the most luxurious

will help vou 1o forget
present-dav  conventional
existence.  'wo Sessions daily, 3 10 6 p.m,
26 ; Bto 12 pom., 3/-

PALALS deDANSE
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ball-room in Furope
the worries  of
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Above and insert: The Palais De Danse, soon
afterit first opened its doorsin 1919.

Main pic: 50 years on, the Palais was still going
strong in 1969

The Hammersmith Palais, West London’s legendary music and dance venue which inspired the 1978 Clash single
(White Man) in Hammersmith Palais, is facing demolition to make way for a new office block.

The historic ballroom, which achieved iconic
status after it was name checked by seminal
punk band the Clash, is facing demolition after
developers got the final go-ahead at a planning
committee on 22 January.

Artists who have performed at the venue range
from Glenn Miller to Justin Timberlake, but now
the music could all be over for the Palais. Its owner,
Parkway Properties, is planning to demolish the
famous venue/nightclub and replace it with offices
and a restaurant.

Councillor Lucy lvimy, H&F Planning Committee
Chairman, says, “Having given permission to
demolish the Palais in 2001, the current planning
committee had no justifiable grounds for refusing
permission on this occasion.”

History

Builtin 1919 as the Palais De Danse, the Palais
was one of a number of ballrooms which grew up

www.lbhf.gov.uk

around the capital to meet the demands of the jazz
era. The building opened just after the First World
War with the original Dixieland Big Band. In the
twenties it was converted briefly into an ice rink
before reverting to duty as a dance hall.

During the Second World War the BBC broadcast
Services Spotlight from the Palais. Big band stars
including Stan Kenton, Joe Loss and Glenn Miller
all played there.

After the war the Palais continued to host big
bands, as well as some of the most famous rock
and rollers of the time, including Bill Hayley, the
Rolling Stones, the Pogues and the Clash, who
released the single (White Man) in Hammersmith
Palais in 1978.

In the 1970s and 80s, it became the place where
audiences could see bands like the Clash, the Sex
Pistols and U2.The Palais is also host to a number
of music awards ceremonies, including the annual
NME awards.

ClIr lvimy continues, “Sadly, despite the Palais’
great history, none of the original 1930s interior
features remain and English Heritage has
inspected the site and confirmed that there is
insufficient architectural merit in the building to
justify listing it”

Decline

In 1995, a 13-year-old Prince William attended an
event called the Yuppy Ball “disguised” as a normal
teenager with friends from Eton. However, during
the late nineties the nightclub was witness to
violent behaviour and drug-taking.

Police tried repeatedly to have the club closed
after being called to violent incidents, including a
shooting on the dance floor, a man having his ear
bitten off and a riot in the street outside when two
gangs clashed.

More recently, the venue has managed to re-
invent itself. Justin Timberlake performed there

last summer and it is the base for Saturday night
crowd-puller, School Disco. The weekly parties
regularly attract about 2,000 revellers, but have
aroused the wrath of residents, who complain
about being woken at 2.00am by drunks as the
Palais empties.

School Disco’s founder and head DJ Bobby
Sanchez said, “There is a general trend to convert
the old music halls in London to retail or residential
property, so it doesn’t come as a surprise”” Parkway
Properties already had planning permission for the
scheme and with final ‘conservation area’ consent
can now press ahead with their plans.

Councillor Nicholas Botterill, cabinet member
for environment, says, “We recognise that some
people will have fond memories of the golden era
at The Hammersmith Palais.

“Itis true to say it played a huge part in west
London’s music scene, but sadly the golden era for
the Palais is now long gone!”
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